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• 12 days of Christmas



• National Involvement within 4 days

UHCW

Patient 

involvement



Promotional routes: January 2015 Video 1 “Background” 

Viewable via: www.whywedoresearch.weebly.com

http://www.whywedoresearch.weebly.com/


Media engagement: Press releases and articles



From Local to Global in 4 weeks

USA

Canada Ireland Sweden

Germany

Spain
ItalySouth Africa

Australia

100 million impressions hit on New Years Day 2015



http://whywedoresearch.weebly.com/official-videos.html

“Local to Global”

http://whywedoresearch.weebly.com/official-videos.html


Word-cloud: Created from the first 12 

weeks



• Increased awareness of research opportunities for patients

• Anecdotal evidence from Trusts – patients are asking their healthcare professionals more 
often about being involved in research and are enjoying having a voice to express how they 
feel about their involvement

• Reports of higher awareness of research by departmental staff not previously involved in 
research

• Increased visibility and recognition of research nurses and midwives

• Reports of increased visibility of R&D departments within Trusts

• Fun way to engage with patients, the public and staff.

• Helped to break through organisational hierarchy and involve everybody in the research 
conversation

• Professional connections with others

• Collaboration and networking through SoMe

eg. Collaboration between hosptials with ‘home-grown’ research ideas

Increased awareness between sites about patient populations in different areas

Sharing knowledge and learning opportunities

Areas other than healthcare have got involved eg NASA, education

Benefits / Impacts: 
Putting Research into Practice



Collaborations: An example

“The review of nursing & midwifery research structures and roles across the 
UK and Ireland to increase involvement and impact of nurses and midwives in 

research and improve patient care.”

Irish Research Nurse Network

http://irnn.ie/

National Institute for Health Research

http://www.nihr.ac.uk/

Florence Nightingale Foundation
http://www.florence-nightingale-foundation.org.uk/

International Association of Clinical Research Nurses (IACRN)

http://iacrn.memberlodge.org/

Health Research Board Ireland 

http://www.hrb.ie/home/

First project to provide guidance on developing a research nursing strategy for sites

Department of Health Ireland

http://health.gov.ie/

University Hospital Southampton

http://www.uhs.nhs.uk/home.aspx

Royal College of Nursing Wales

https://www.rcn.org.uk/wales

Greater Glasgow and Clyde Health Board

http://www.nhsggc.org.uk/

Cardiff University http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/

http://irnn.ie/
http://www.nihr.ac.uk/
http://www.florence-nightingale-foundation.org.uk/
http://iacrn.memberlodge.org/
http://www.hrb.ie/home/
http://health.gov.ie/
http://www.uhs.nhs.uk/home.aspx
https://www.rcn.org.uk/wales
http://www.nhsggc.org.uk/
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/


Milestones
Ambassador role 

launched May 2015

Endorsed by 

Kate Granger 

#hellomynameis

June 2015

1st ambassadors joining 

from Spain and Austria
July 2015

Mustard TV

November 2015

UK Parliament



185,839,606 

impressions

10,719 

participants
22 countries

Tweetfest: 

22 tweetchats in 5 days 

44 ‘leads’ 

38 = first time ‘tweetchatters’ hosted chats 

Trending’ x 4

UK/Canada/Australia/Spain hosted chats

>40 million impressions 1 week, 

January 2016

Blogs: 11 patients & 

public; 15 professionals 

in healthcare

Local 

Ambassadors: 37



What else?

Lots going on…but I can’t tell you about it yet!

Keep following #WhyWeDoResearch to find out…

http://whywedoresearch.weebly.com/official-videos.html

http://whywedoresearch.weebly.com/official-videos.html


Special thanks to 

Michael Keeling, @Irish_RNN, Hazel Smith, Rus Whitehouse, Margaret Tyldesley, the Research and 

Development Team at JPUH, The Florence Nightingale Foundation, Cheryl Prescott (Australia)

Thank you for making the campaign what it is

We believe the conversation about research is starting to get through to 

patients, the public and to our colleagues. 

www.whywedoresearch.weebly.com

http://www.whywedoresearch.weebly.com/

